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Recent events have focused attention on Islam, the often- misunderstood faith of one billion people.

Westerners are showing a new curiosity about Islam and other religions, in part, perhaps, because

religion is arguably the single most important and volatile factor in geopolitics today. Islam needs to

be understood on its own terms, apart from extreme expressions, John Kaltner argues.This revised

and expanded edition of a trusted text offers updated information about Islam in an accessible and

sympathetic presentation. Kaltner presents Islam as first and foremost a religion of practices.

Showing the deep humanism of Islam and its most cherished commitments, Kaltner presents Islam

through assertions that counter frequent misconceptions of the faith.
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John Kaltner is Virginia Ballou McGehee Professor of Muslim-Christian Relations at Rhodes

College, Memphis, Tennessee. Among his many publications are Ishmael Instructs Isaac: An

Introduction to the Qur'an for Bible Readers (2009) and Introducing the Qur'an: For Today's Reader

(Fortress Press, 2011).

I have rarely been so ignorant of a people and their faith as I find myself after reading this short but

scholarly book. I urge every person to read this important work.

Excellent resource for non Muslim persons to learn about Islam.



Excellent book for those who want to understand Islam and know nothing. It is a very good
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